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SHORT 


Expoſtulations, &c. 


As there is nothing that cometh from the 


Preſs, that is ſought after with that Greedi- 
neſs, as the dayly and weekly News-Papers, 
every extravagant Action of every man that 
is there taken Notice of, doth preſently paſs 
under the Sight of the Multitude, From 
hence Foreigners form their Opinion of this 
Nation, There is a Bill of common Caſual» 
ties and Diſeaſes, to inform how, and with 


what 


640 
what Pace our Ranks are thinn'd ; and there 
is a Cry of Murder that goeth WIN our 
Streets, not that which proceedeth from out. 
ward Violence only, and open Attack, but is 
publiſb'd from the Retirement of the ſ eif-def- 
naar. It is every Day more and more ob 
ſerv'd, how prevailing a . the Sin of Su- 
| icide is amongſt us, many lay this to the 
Charge of deſultory and inconſtant Tempers 4 
and to the Ficklenels of Climate; and think 
that the gloomy Covering of every dark | 
Day doth unavoidably "Re forward to this 
deplorable and deſperate Ag}, Anda late Au- 
A 
thor of Eminence, who, c=_a all his Let. 
fers perſonates a Papiſt, in characterizing the 


Engliſh, and ſpeaking of the Frequency of 


this | 


(4s) 
this Crime, hath found out one new Cauſe 
thereof, and that is, the Want of Auricular 
Cenfeſſon. And what is faid in half-earneſt, 


is often accepted wholly ſo. 


But yet, it is not in Reality, the opening of 
the Ear of man, nor the diſbarthening of our 
Minds bie Mortals, | nor the too pungent 
Senſe of Evils that doth promote this Iniqui- 
ty, (tho? this is often pleaded ) but it is the 
cloſing of the Door of our Lips before Gods 
and a too flow and Janguid Senſe of Religion, 
It is ny nge therefore, in the few follow- 
ing Pages to ſhew this forth; and tho' the 
diſtemper'd do, mo generally, lye at the 


longeſt Remove from all ſalutary Admoni- 


tions 


. 
tions and Council, yet if it ſhou'd ſo happen 
by any Accident, that I'can, but in one fins 
gle Inſtance, blunt the Dagger's Point, or 
ftop the fatal Doſe, I ſhall hope to ſympa- 
thize with the man, thus Peſſeſing his Soul by 
Patience, | and to ks of thoſe Comforts 
which are wiſh'd to bla. In Order then, to | 
perſuade to introduce and perſuade ro ſuch 
Tenets as are true, let us arg bring u 
that are falſe, but are much rely'd on, ts; a 
Try al. Let us take a hor! View of thoſe 
| diſorderly Principles which lead to F acts of 
that Nature, and conſider how inconfiftent 
they are with the reQiſy'd Reaſon even of a 
moral good Man, but much more with the 


Keligton of a Sincere Chriſtian, 


dow, 


K 

Now, the main Principle upon Which 
ſome build their Vindication of Suicide is, 
that every Man is Sui juris; that is, to uſe 
the famous Mr. Blount's Words, the Judge. 
or rather Diſpoſer F | himſelf. It is one, as he 
goes on, of the Regalia of Free-will, and 16ill al- 
ways be thought good and eligible, when amy comes 
imo the Circumſtances of exerting it. This 
Gentleman hath long ago taken his Place in 
the uppermoſt Claſs of Deiſfical Writers, 
and hath properly been animadyerted upon 
by the jadicious Pen of that Excellent Chrif- s 


tian, the late learned Doctor Leland. 


As to this particular Principle of his, of 


Man's being the ſole Diſpoſer of himſelf, it will, 


if 


(8) 

if examin'd, be found very fallacious both in 
Reaſon and Religion, For, how came man 
by this abſolute Power over himſelf ? Had it he 
by Nature? Or, has God, by any poſitive 
| Conceſſion.inveſted/ him with it 2 That he 
hath it not from Nature is demonſtrably | 
plain, ſrom the unqueſtionable. inhering of 
another Principle which this is abſolutely de- 
firuQive of, and contrary to; namely, the 
great Principle - of- ſclf-preſervation,. It is 


hardly to be ſuppos'd, that in Nature there 
ſhou'd-be two Principles ſo diametrically op- 
poſite to one another as ſell-preſervation and | 
enen. At this Rate, Man wou'd be 
an oddl y compos'd Creature, to have, by 
Nature, a ſtrong Propenſion to preſerve him- 


ſelf 


(9) 
felt in Being, and, at the ſame Time, no leſs 
a ſtrong one to deſtroy himſelf, But, this is 
contrary to all that Experience we feel in 
our ſelves, and 10 needs no 9 to be * 
lifted 3 | Gal ET 

Put then, tho* Man, as an Animal Being, 
may have a ſtrong Principle of Self- preſer- 
vation in him, men with all other living 
Creatures; yet, as he is à Rational Being, 
and conſequently a free Agent, may he not 
ſometimes ſee Occaſion to ſuperſede that na- 
tural Principle ? By no means ; becuuls he: 
did not give himſelf Being, and what a Man 
did not give, he cannot juſily take away 
without the Leave of him that gave itz and 


alſo, becauſe there is no End ſufficiently wor- 


thy to juſtify ſuch an Action. 
The 


G 
| The moſt ſeigned Cauſe is, that of heavy 
and ſore Affliction. Put now, let us conſi- 
der a Man in adverſc Circumflances, and he 
muſt either have done ſome Evil, whereby to 
bring himſelf into them, or he hath not. 5 (i 
he hath; then it is but that juſt Reward of 
his Deſerts, and he ought to bear his Puniſh- 
ment with. all Submiſſion and Chearfulneſfs. 
If he hath not, then the Cauſe will bear oat 
it felf ; and to a well diſpoſed Mind, Inno- 
cence is the greateſt Support, and admivi- | 
ſters the only folid Comfort; Pre ures with 
cut, may render Life, for the preſent, unca- 
ſy, but, a quiet Conſcicoce within, will ſoon 
Compoſe all thoſe Diſorders, Life will fill 


be valuable, ſo long as a we!l temper' Mind 


Can 


( 31 ) 


can ſee, it pollible that, for ſoine End or 
other, it may be ſerviceable; and that is, * | 
long as the Providence of God Superintends 
the World, That Mind therefore is rather to 
be look'd upon as n which cannot ſuſtain 
the Jafirmities of i it's, own body, or flight the. | 
| Opinions of the Vulgar. For, if there be any. | 
Thing of Bravery in a Man' 5 venturing to 
take away his own Lite, there muſt be much, 
more in preſerving 1. in a State of Miſery , 
becauſe the one is, at moſt, but ws AQ, fince 
killing a Man's ſelf, can be done but 3 
but the other are continued, and repeated 


Acts of Courage. 


Hitherto therefore it appears that Suicide 
Cannot be brave, becaule it is repugnant te 


the 


. 
the Law e Nature, and Becauſe it is unlawfulz | 
and it is unlawful, Wende it is repug= 
nant to the Will wo Law of God. In the 
divine Law there is an abſolute Prohibition 
of Murder. Now, whyi is not Self: murder, 
as much Murder, as the Murdering of ano- 
ther Perſon? Blood is ſhed, and Creature 
of God, created after his own Image, is de- 
ſtroy d no leſs in the one, than the other; and 
therefore both equally unlawful. It may per · 
haps be ſaid, that in the one Caſe there i is 
Injuſtice done to dm Neighbour, but that in 
che other there is none; and who can com- 


plain of wrong done, if we our ſelves do not? 


But, ſetiing aſide the Title which our 
Country, our Friends, and Relations may 


have 


($291); 


have in us, to all which the violent taking a- 
way our Lives before our Time, is a manifeſt. 
Injury and Grievance, is there no ſuch Thing 
as Juſticedue to a Man's ſelf? Does not Na- 
ture it ſelf cry out of Injury offcr'd, when ſhe 
is oppreſs'd? Does ſhe ever fail to challenge 
us of faulty Conduct, and to complain of 
hard Uſage, when either thro' Intemperance 
we contract Fevers, or thro' Raſhneſs and 
Violence, render any of our Limbs uſclels ? 
Are we not ready, on ſuch Occafions, to 
charge our ſelves with ill-doing, and to ac- 
cuſe our ſelves of njuſtice to that Body, which 
we ought to cheriſh and preſerve? And 
wou'd not nature, think we, do the ſame, 


and that in a much higher Degree, and with 


More 


—_— CES 


(01419) 


more clamorous Accents, in the abſolute De- 
ſtruction of hereſclf, if ſhe were able? Indee , 
when the dien of Life ceaſe, a Man is 
paſt complaining, and which is the Miſcry 


of it, paſt repenting. But, who can tell, or 


who deſcribe the Horrors of the Jet Anighog: 

Soul, upon it's violeny'Separation and un- = 
timely Divorce, ſrom it sold and long Ac- 
quaintance, the beloved. Body? what mourns 
Jul-Cries-wou'd it utter, had it then Organs 
Gramm ſor Expoſtulations, and with what en- 
raged Accents upraid it's own unnatural Bo- 


dy. Nö 4101 71 i 7 24545} 200+; #J 
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But, granting there | were no Injuſtice in 


tuch an a AA againf a Man's 5 Own ſelſ, i 15 there 


ail none againſt God, the Liſe of Life, and 
the 


8 
the ſole Cauſe of our Being? Hath he no title 
to us; no Intereſt in us? Hath he ſent us into 
this World, to make us Judges when we have 
ſtay'd long enough in it, and done all that 
Service for which he ſent us? To diſpoſe of 
our ſelves, 3f we had made our ſelves, had 
been no ſach great Matter; but to do it when 
God hath made us, and plac'd us here for 
ſcme good End'of hi; Providence and Con- 
duct over this World, is to retrench upon his 
Prerogalive, Hence, Tully, in his Book de 
Senectute, tells us, ut illud bre ve vitæ reliquu n, 
nec auide appetendum ſen bus, nec fine cauſa de- 
ſerendum; that, as even old Men ſhou'd not b: 
very deſir ous of continuing on that little Rem ana- 


cr of tlis Life, {1 ſhou'd they not quit it but up- 


0 
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en a very weighty Conſideration. And then he 
brings in the Opinion of Pythagoras to con- 
firm what he ſays. Vetat Pythagoras injuſu In- 
peratoris, id et, Dei, de præſidio et flatione 
vitæ decedere; that Man being plac d here by 
Ged, ſomething like a Centinel upon the Watch, was 
not 10 deſert his Poft when Je Þleas'd, but wait 
til he was call'd off by Order of his Comman. 
der in chief ; that is, of God. 


And: it is one very great Aggravation of 
this Sin, that it is not perſected till a Man is 
out of all Capacity of begging Pardon for it. 
Know we muſt that the Day of Grace is con- 
fined to this Life only, This is the only 
Time wherein we are to work out our Sal- 


vation ; for the Night cometh wherein n» Man 


can 


9 


can work, It is a certain Truth that the Goſs 
pel Covenant is made only for this Life; and 
tho' the Rewards it prop ſes, and the Puniſhs 
ments it threatens depend on Futurity, yet 
the Conditions upcn which the one are to be 
obtained, and the other avoided, are to be 
fulfil'd here, or no where, For, there is no 
Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſ- 


dom in the Grave, whither thou geſt. 


Suicide, therefore, is ſuch a Sin un Man 
can repent of in this World; upon which ac- 
Sount, unleſs God forgiyeth it without Re- 
pentance, it can never be forgiven. The 
Goſpel Grace, which only ſaveth Penitents, 
cannot ſave ſuch Men, He then is a bold 
Man in this Reſpect; and ventures very far 


upon 


< 5 FT 


; upon unpromiſed and uncovenanted Merc 1. 


| who will commit ſuch aSin, which the Grace 
of the Goſpel cannot pard eps moreover, a 
Sin which neceffarily includes many others in 
it. The only Ends, ſo far as we can conceive, 
for which Men enter into ſuch deſperate. 
Thoughts and Refolutions, of taking away 
their own Lives, are either to rid them ſelves 
of ſeme preſent preſſing Inconvenience, or lo 
prevent ſuch as they are apprehenſive are 
likely to fall upon them. And, if we look. 
narrowly into the Matter, we ſhall find that 


ſcarce any act of this horrid Nature was ere 


deliberately committed, but had it's Original 
from Pride, People are apt to entertain great 


1 Thoughts of themſelves, and whenever the y 


| 
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mecet with ſome grand Diſappointment, of 
which the World is full, they think they are 
hardly dealt with, and ſo muſt diſpatch them- 
ſelyes. 


But, what wall fag 2 Criminal have to an · 
ſwer, 5 £ ſhall be impleaded before the 
Bar e of God" 5 Juſlice, and be aſked che Quetti- 
on why he ma de ſuch Hade into another 
Worla? why he dclerted 15 Poſt an! Station 
of Life ſo much bcfore his Time; before he 
was regularly ſummon wd off ? Win it then - 
any good Plea to urge, that God, in his Pro- 
vidence, aid not deal well with him? That he 
Ceſerved better at his Hand ? That it was ne 
longer fit to lee himſelf the Object of Public 
Scorn, or of Reproach and Deriſion : That 


6 


it was beneath him any longer to ſubmit to 
the Inſolences of Men, or the Incidences of 
Providence; to ſtruggle with the Burden of 
Poverty, or the Scandal of Infamy ? Will this 
hold, 2 ve have to give in our Accounts 
both of our living and dying ? Woe, there- 
FAR to Jearful Hearts and faint Hands, and 
what will ye do when the Lord ſhall vit you ? 
W oe unte hin that is faint- tearted, for he be- 
Lieveth not; therefore ſhall he not be defended for 
he, Wisi not. And. can any thing be 4 
ſironger Mark of Infidelity? A Man who go- 
eth about to Mandan himſelf, becauſe he is al- 
ready . or beciuſe he apprehends 
that he ſhall be ſo, muſt of courſe conclude 


that i it is not in the Power of — to render 15 


Circumſtances 


[4 


( 21 ) 


Circumſtances better, or to Puniſh him heres 
after for the Evil he committeth- here. He 
muſt think that his preſet Uncaſineſs is much 
greater than any he can meet with in another 
State. But, is it ſo? Are the Miſcries of 
this Life ſuch, as it is not in the 8 


Omnipotence to redreſs; and if he pleaſes, to 


recompence? There is certainly no limiting 


the Almighty's Power, either in inflicting 
Evil or delivering from it, and there is no 
Condition which he cannot make better or 


worſe when eyer he pleiſes. 


The Ends of Providence. in all it's AQings, 
are not always conſpicuous and manifeſt to 
us; and it is not proper they ſhou'd be ſo. 

But we may be aſſured that God doth not Act 


at 


@ 22 ) 
at all Adventures 23 we Mortals do, and if 
he wou'd' have us reſign up our Breath, he 
hith Ways in Abundince to take us out of 
the World, without the Inftrumency and As- 
fiance of our on Hands, Every common 
Calamity btingeth a Leffon with it; and 
whatever! Ur.certainty there is in aſſigning 
Cauſes for Events, and eſpecially ſuch as are 
of an extraordinary Nature, thus much may 
be depended upon, that whenever God bring- 
eth Evil upon any, it is an Argument he 
wou'd have them live patiently under it; 
till ſuch Time as he fecth proper to take ĩt a- 
vay frem them, or them from it. To at- 
tempt to do either of a Man's telf, is to un- 


dervalue the Wiſdom of God as tho" he hal 


not 


( 23.) 
not done what was fit and convenient to de 


in ſuch Circumſtances, 


If a Man believeth God to be true, there 
are ſo many Invitations in his Word for Sin- 
ners to regent and turn to him, fo many Pro- 
miſes of Pardon and Accoptince of Penitents; 
ſo many Examples of God's particular Provi- 
dence over Perſons in Affliction; ſo many 
Rewards propoſed to 2 ſtedfaſt Faith and 
Perſeverance; and ſo many dreadful Threat. 
nings of Puniſhment to Obſtinacy and Diſo- 
bedience ; that no Man can engage in the 
horrid Work of doing Violence to himſelf, till 
he hath bid farewll to the Belief of all theſe, 
If he doth believe theſe, he hath no Reaſon 
to deſpair even in the worſt Condition; and 


I 


(44) 
I regard this as an eſtabliſh d Truth, that he 
will never make more Haſte than he ought ER, 
out of this World, who eicher hopes for the 


Happineſs, or fears the Miſery of another. 


8. 8. 
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